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Translation
Bl from Shin-Osaka(To use an express train) Bl from Nagoya(To use an express train)
to Kii-Tanabe ---about 135 min. to Kii-Tanabe ---about 210 min.(To Shin-Osaka by Shinkansen)

to Asso ---about 180 min.
to Shirahama ---about 150 min.
to Susami ---about 170 min.
to Kushimoto ---about 210 min.
to Kii-Katsuura ---about 240 min.
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to Asso ---about 250 min.(To Shin-Osaka by Shinkansen)
to Shirahama -:-about 220 min.(To Shin-Osaka by Shinkansen)
to Susami ---about 250 min.(To Shin-Osaka by Shinkansen)
to Kushimoto ---about 280 min.(To Shin-Osaka by Shinkansen)
to Kii-Katsuura -:-about 210 min.
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to Kamitonda IC
to Nanki-Shitahama IC ---
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---about 120 min.
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to Nanki-Tanabe IC
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to Kushimoto -

+--about 140 min,
---about 180 min.
to Nachi-Katsuura IC---about 210:min.

to Nanki-Shirahama IC ---about 255 min.
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Koya Sankei-michi
Pilgrimage Route
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Hotoke-zaka Slope
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The Kumano Kodo, pilgrimage routes cherished
for leading to the Kumano Sanzan (Kumano
Hongu Taisha, Kumano Hayatama Taisha,
Kumano Nachi Taisha, and Nachisan Seigan-
to-ji), was registered as a UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site “Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in
the Kii Mountain Range” in July 2004. One of
the Kumano Kodo trails, the “Ohechi”, spans
approximately 120 kilometers from Kii Tanabe,
along the coast, to Nachikatsuura Town, where
the Kumano Nachi Taisha and Nachisan Seigan-
to-ji are located. The Ohechi route distinguishes
itself with its unique features, offering a majes-
tic panorama overlooking the Pacific Ocean,
including sights like Karekinada and Kumanon-
ada, not found in other Kumano Kodo trails
such as Nakahechi or Kii routes. It is a pictur-
esque pilgrimage route where the sea and
mountains interweave, beloved by literati and
poets. Additionally, remnants of ancient times
are preserved in the form of ridgeways and
stone-paved paths.

In the year 2024, we celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of its UNESCO World Heritage registration.
To mark this occasion, the pamphlet highlight-
ing the charms of Ohechi has been created.
However, there is still much more allure beyond
what can be conveyed through the pamphlet
alone. We strongly encourage you to walk the
Ohechi route in person and discover its capti-
vating charm.
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Along the Ohechi route in Kamitonda there used to be a
large marshy area and a bridge to cross over it. “Nukazu-
ka” is a stone monument made from flagstone from the
bridge. From Nukazuka, the route goes through the over-
pass to “Ichihara-jinja Shrine”, then heads to Tonda-gawa
River. The “Sanno-bashi Bridge” on the river, designed to
be submerged during floods, provides a beautiful 360°
view of the water surface and open surroundings, though
it is a little frightening owing to its lack of handrails and
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its narrow width. On a low hill near the Sanno-bashi
Bridge you find the statue of the deity “Namikiri-Fudo”.
Namikiri-Fudo Hall is accessible via a small path along a
huge rock wall. The Ohechi route crosses the
Sanno-bashi Bridge and follows the Tonda-gawa River for
a period. Having passed through the settlement of Tonda
in Shirahama Town, it soon reaches Sodo-ji Temple.
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#82%.Photo by Maruka
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Reservation is required for using the
“Ago-no-Watashi”. Please make a reser-
vation by sending a text message to the
following phone number at least two
days before the desired date of travel.
(Required information: Address, Name,
Contact information, Desired date of
travel, Time, Number of people)

Contact number:+81-80-2500-3223
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The Ohechi route reaches its first difficult section - Ago-Tsu-
jimatsu-toge Pass - by way of the Tonda-zaka Slope near
“Sodo-ji Temple” in Tonda, Shirahama. You come out of the
forest paths and climbing a steep slope, Shirahama's
panoramic ocean view stretches out in the background;
moving ahead, you arrive at the Toge-no-Chaya teahouse
remains. From here, it’s a short distance to Ago-no-Tsujimat-
su-toge Pass. From the pass, the route meets a forest path,
sloping down to Ago-no-Watashi on the bank of the clear
Hiki-gawa River. In ancient times, travelers along the Ohechi
route crossed the Hiki-gawa River by ferry from
Ago-no-Watashi, headed down to the south. Today, it is
possible to take the restored “Ago-no-Watashi” ferry across
the Hiki-gawa River. From Ago-no-Watashi remains, you
climb the “Hotoke-zaka Slope” to Susami Town.
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SUSAMI
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From central Susami, you walk along Route 42, with E® oM J B b R o o A 6 T 7
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KUSHIMOTO
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From the “Wabuka Hachiman-jinja Shrine” in Kushimoto Eild Di 6 ot @ O T L 7:; % E Tk EZYE &

Town, you proceed to the distinctive stone-paved paths of oo Q ] % L D) 3 N N7 < e N

8 7 (3} 5 4 3 2 1 “Nittahirami-michi Route” and “Tomiyamahirami-michi i i 1?@]‘ B Bk "é w % 7 ’C)_ g M 3 '(1:\ (W]

Route”. Surrounded by a mysterious evergreen forest that i ?;: I L;'t’:‘ o) ?\7;- it i $° ¥ 2 =2 it % D

9} C = T +&= A = < — = Z = envelops the old road, you can feel the traces of ancient H e & 7:; . ET! + % —
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5 5 e 2 _d_ PR ) ﬁ PR = PR o, .% PR s IJ.I PR = H PR S scenic spot known as “Soushima” island, you walk along the A iH ﬁ: % f;\ To = f’k BRUw l“ C b > PR
g ? 7o o % Z :EH = D 3 Sz 5 2’:{ JAN coast, heading towards the urban area. Passing through ) "E.’ 7 hoH & H;% iLohr & T 2 £ o ¥2 J\5
g + 3 b 3 g 7 o Eyls ‘%- % T % S mﬁ Kushimoto Station, you traverse Route 42, enjoying the 3 i % N K ® A ;’) < n i ° [@f
2 T . % om . Z . 2 é‘ . 2 5 . 3 ¢ . ?1 < . g‘ spectacular views of the nationally designated scenic spot 5 77~ %’: %[ﬂ S Wy ;75'5 tf@ = F3 }:“ Te W E‘;’ *Eﬁt
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progress along the coastal rocky path, cross the Shimizu 3 U] 7:; e 183 (O) b Eb Bk 2z z i :Fg B
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“Daitai-ji Temple” along the Ohechi route in Nachikatsuura Town is a B4 (gf + 2 i F}’ n ’ﬁ 2L ® %% K LB FoB
historic temple founded by the monk Saicho approximately 1200 years % 1 m. ¥ 02 H C H?? L ® P)‘ Ya-% ¢ T o — @
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 ago. Soon after leaving Daitai-ji Temple, you traverse the Ichiya Pass and (D) '0—) H % ?) i %? ?L 7};3? * o 2 A L %) U: i
Niko Pass, walking along the shores of the Yukashigata Lagoon, a lagoon 2 ] X L =EEN B = (ﬁ;{ A S B T 5= EE %) M
o= [ VI > X ER 3 =< =< ) beloved by the literary figure Haruo Sato. In the vicinity of Yukashi-gata, Iz 15 L .t For v PR % <li\ oy Lo L g 1 {Hﬁ
s ]:}IE 3.9m 3 7t 1.3km g 3 2.2km g n 14 | 2 g 0.5km % @ 0.5km s @ 5.9m £ j( there is Nanki Yukawa Onsen, which prospered as a hot spring for o355 & ?)) Eé 3{}% < i ge E;é L 07? - =, I 2 (g
o . c . . . . s . ’ i " ™ ~—~ He N - =Y
§ ﬁ PR e X PR 28 e N H PR ;7’ S e E VAN PR 3 ) PR ;E; %‘3 pilgrims to Kumano. Climbing through the final difficult stretch of the 2 Ebﬂﬁ fn T %ﬁs%;é » % i ?‘? T L o ﬁg T 0 *
A/ i % =3 f;%\ ° m.? + S 2 L s D = % Ohechi route, the cutting of the Suruda Pass, you'll find the “Kasu-jizo” T L ¥ IS'EL .‘% ek E ES 8 g :[Ihg j: 0 il
z 5 7, 1= ) 3 o o g3 21 3 (depicted as Suzuhime in the image), which is dedicated to the princess 7 * & % D z%; éiu B Lo® o o £ AL i:” * 4 7
s . z . g = . g . ?? e} . oné I . = . e believed to have lost her life on the pilgrimage to Kumano. Descending b= Sl VA % i 3 b;’ 33 g KRS i = 1 8 5 B il ;,E’\
S N a b N 5 P N s o N [~ N S N 2 /m [ R the pass, you'll arrive at the Katsuura Fishing Port, where you can experi- i EIE b #UﬁE s :C‘ 5 N :rﬁ ;‘L': ot =2 (l.l:‘l
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